STORM DRAINS CONNECT
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OURS TO PROTECT

MAINTAINING YOUR VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT

People caring for their vehicle can unknowingly
impact local waterways while performing roufine
maintenance. Materials spilled or leaked ontfo the
ground or pavement, such as oil, antifreeze, gaso-
line, and other auto fluids have the potential to be
carried by rain or residential water use into our
local creeks. These can be harmful fo water quality
and creek habitafts.

Products labeled “nontoxic” and “biodegradable”

can still harm wildlife if they enter the storm drain

system. These products are prohibited discharges
to the storm drain system.

HOW ARE THE STORM DRAIN AND
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEMS DIFFERENT?

The storm drain system transports rainwater to local
creeks, rivers, and the ocean. This system was
created to prevent flooding within communities
and homes.

All water and materials that enter the storm drain
system are untreated.

The sanitary sewer is a plumbed system that trans-
ports used water from buildings to a wastewater
collection and treatment facility, where the water
and sewage is freated.

If you see an outdoor drain and are unsure of ifs
use, assume if is a storm drain and do not
discharge wash water to it.

Clean creeks are important. They provide vital
fish habitat, recreation, and add to the beauty
of our city.

JOB PREPARATION

e Check the weather; Avoid work outdoors if rain is
forecasted.

e Be prepared. Have materials on hand to contain
spills. This may include materials such as a squee-
gee; dustpan; large bucket; rag; absorbent
mafterial.

e Sweep work area before starting.

e Place a tarp under vehicle and materials for
easier clean-up of any spilled material.

BEST PRACTICES

e Perform all work activities inside a well-ventilated
garage.

* Immediately clean up drips or small spills.

e Take your vehicle to a licensed auto repair
facility for any major repair.

e Separate hazardous wastes and use secondary
containment for storage.

e Properly contain used solvents for offsite removal.
e Securely seal containers.

e Cover and protect discarded parts/materials
from rain.

¢ Avoid use of acid-based wheel cleaners or
solvent based degreasers.

REFILLING VEHICLE FLUIDS

e Carefully fill vehicle fluids; avoid drips.

* Immediately clean up any drips or spilled fluid
- see Clean Up.



* Recycle used oil, antifreeze, oil filters and other For an emergency or a spill involving
household toxins. Call your local County admini- hazardous materials or hazardous waste

stered Household Hazardous Waste program or call 911 or your local Fire Department.
collection facility for more information and

locations.
For All Non-Emergency /

CHECK FOR LEAKS Non-Hazardous Spills
e Look for dark patches or evidence of fluids * To report a Non-Hazardous spill, or for other

under your vehicle useful phone numbers, see Spill Numbers infor-

’ mational reference sheet for your local agency

e Use a drip pan under the vehicle to collect the contact information or visit:

drips before it is fixed. www.streetstocreeks.org/spill-numbers/
CLEAN UP

e Use rags or an absorbent material, like kitty litter
or sweep absorbent, fo remove any oil, grease,
or other petfroleum products leaked or spilled.
These must be disposed of as hazardous waste.
Contact your local County administered House-
hold Hazardous Waste program for requirements.

e Sweep absorbents with a stiff broom using
enough absorbent until mix is dry in appearance.

e Cover and protect unused materials.

e Use dry cleanup methods only (i.e. broom or
shop vac).

Releasing pollutants into the storm drain
system or a waterway is prohibited by
local ordinance, state, and federal law.
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